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Handout 
 

 

You’re steam cleaning the shop floor when you 

accidentally knock over a 5-gallon can of gasoline 

near the welding booth. Do you know what to do? 

To prevent a small spill from turning into a 

dangerous incident, follow these steps: 

1. Stay calm. 

2. Warn the welders. Sound the emergency alarm 

or let someone know to immediately notify the 

welders to stop welding and stop any other 

operation that generates sparks. 

3. Clear all unprotected personnel from the spill 

area. (Evacuation is only required for large spills 

which involve danger to personnel. This will be 

determined by a trained and competent 

person on site.) 

4. If the spill involves fire, immediately follow your 

shop’s fire reporting procedures. 

5. Remove all sources of ignition such as open 

flames, hot surfaces and electrical, static or 

frictional sparks. 

6. Put on the proper personal protective 

equipment (PPE), such as splash-proof 

goggles, face shields, gloves and correct 

respirators before attempting any spill control 

actions. The minimum required protection is 

acid resistant gloves, splash-proof goggles and 

a respirator. Ask your supervisor for additional 

PPE requirements. 

7. Ventilate spilled areas and stop or contain the 

leak/spill source (if it is a bulk storage). Attempt 

this only if you can do it without risk. 

8. Use a pump or absorbent materials to collect 

the spilled gasoline into an approved container 

until it can be disposed of safely. 

9. Wash spilled areas with detergent and water to 

reduce slipping hazards. Ensure that no 

contaminated water is introduced into the 

sewage system. Collect the water in approved 

drums for disposal. 

10. If a spill involves battery electrolytes or acids 

containing lead or other heavy metals, collect 

the residue in approved drums for proper 

disposal. (Do not flush it into the sewage 

system.) 

If you’re in doubt of the proper method to contain 

the spill, evacuate the area and contact your 

supervisor for assistance. 

When a spill occurs, keep your cool and take care of 

it, before it turns into something unmanageable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10 Steps to Handle Small Gasoline Spills 
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1. In the event of a gasoline spill, you should 

immediately panic.  

o True 

o False 

 

2. Welders should be warned immediately of a 

gasoline spill.  

o True 

o False 

 

3. It doesn't matter how large the gasoline spill; 

all personnel must be evacuated.  

o True 

o False 

 

4. Possible sources of ignition include only open 

flames, but not static electricity.  

o True 

o False 

 

5. The minimum personal protective equipment 

required for handling a gasoline spill includes 

which of the following?  

a. appropriate gloves 

b. splash-proof goggles 

c. a respirator 

d. all of the above 

 

6. Spilled areas should be ventilated and leak 

sources should be contained no matter what 

the risk.  

o True 

o False 

 

7. To reduce slipping hazards, spilled areas 

should be washed with detergent and ______?  

 

8. Spilled gasoline should be collected by either a 

pump or absorbent material and disposed of in 

the sewage system.  

o True 

o False 

 

9. Collected spilled gasoline and contaminated 

water should be stored in an approved 

container until they can be disposed of safely.  

o True 

o False 

 

10. If you don't know how to contain a spill, you 

should evacuate the area and get help from 

your supervisor immediately.  

o True 

o False 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

QUIZ 
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ANSWERS:  

1. False 

2. True 

3. False 

4. False 

5. D  

6. False 

7. Water 

8. False 

9. True  

10. True  

BEFORE THE TALK - TIPS AFTER THE TALK- CHECKLIST 

PROVIDED FOLLOW-UP TO WORKERS THAT DID 

 

POORLY ON THE QUIZ 

NAME: _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

DATE: ________________________________________________ 

 

OBSERVED WORKERS 

TASK(S):  _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

DATE: ________________________________________________ 

 

REFRESHER TRAINING 

TOPIC(S): _____________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

DATE:  ________________________________________________ 

 

OTHER (DESCRIBE): ________________________________ 

MEETING DATE: _____________________________________ 

LOCATION: __________________________________________ 

Refer to the "Tips for Safety Talks!" for ideas on 

planning this safety meeting. Read through the article 

ahead of time to help you with your presentation. 

Add further questions to those we have provided at 

the end of this talk. 

• Discuss how spills can be prevented and review 

your procedure for reporting near misses. 

 

• Review the MSDS for gasoline, particularly the 

clean-up procedures. Discuss where gasoline 

clean-up supplies are stored and be sure workers 

can find them quickly. 

 

• In the event of a gasoline spill, one of the first 

steps is to quickly signal to the welders to stop 

work. Does everyone know how to do this? 

Conduct a review of emergency signals at your 

safety meeting. 
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