Workplace Violence at Schools — Struck-
By Incidents: When Students Strike
Teachers Picture This

In the image, a teacher is seen in a heated interaction with a student near the
lockers, illustrating a potential workplace violence scenario. Struck-by
incidents, where students physically strike teachers, are a serious concern in
schools and represent a significant occupational hazard. Such incidents can
occur during confrontations that escalate beyond verbal disagreements, putting
teachers at risk of injury and emotional distress. These situations not only
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threaten the safety of educators but also disrupt the learning environment and
set a harmful precedent for acceptable behavior.

Addressing workplace violence in schools requires proactive measures, including
training staff in conflict de-escalation techniques and establishing clear
policies for handling aggressive behavior. Schools should also implement
reporting systems to document and address incidents promptly, ensuring
accountability and support for affected staff members. Creating a culture of
respect and communication between students, teachers, and administrators can
minimize the risk of such conflicts and promote a safe and positive school
environment.



