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WHAT’S AT STAKE

The stake for shipyard environmental conditions refers to the potential
consequences and implications associated with the state and quality of the
environment within shipyards. Shipyard environmental conditions can encompass
various aspects, including air quality, water pollution, waste management, noise
pollution, and occupational health and safety.

WHAT’S THE DANGER

ENVIRONMENTAL DANGERS OF SHIPYARD OPERATIONS

e Workers in shipyards may be exposed to hazardous substances such as
chemicals, solvents, paints, welding fumes, and asbestos. Prolonged
exposure to these substances can lead to respiratory issues, skin
irritations, occupational diseases, and long-term health complications.

e Shipyard environments are often noisy due to heavy machinery prolonged
exposure to high noise levels can cause permanent hearing loss or other
hearing-related problems if proper hearing protection is not used.

e Shipyard operations can generate air pollutants, that lead to respiratory
problems, allergies, and other adverse health effects for workers and
nearby communities.

e Shipyard activities involving the use of water, such as cleaning, painting,
or maintenance, can result in the discharge of pollutants into nearby water
bodies. Contaminants like oil, fuel, chemicals, and heavy metals can harm
aquatic ecosystems, wildlife, and water quality, affecting marine life and
potentially disrupting local fishing and recreational activities.

e Shipyards involve heavy machinery, cranes, lifting equipment, and complex
operations, which pose a risk of accidents and injuries. Workers can be
exposed to hazards such as slips, trips, falls, electrocution, machinery
malfunctions, and being struck by objects.

e Discharges of pollutants, improper waste management, and disturbance to
marine life and habitats can disrupt the ecological balance and contribute
to environmental degradation.
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HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

BEST SHIPYARD ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY MEASURES

e Wear appropriate personal protective equipment as required by the specific
shipyard environmental conditions. This may include safety helmets, safety
glasses, ear protection to reduce noise exposure, respiratory protection
for airborne contaminants, gloves, and appropriate footwear.

e Stay informed and undergo proper training on the potential hazards.
Understand the risks, safety procedures, emergency protocols, and the
proper use of equipment and machinery.

e Adhere to established safety procedures and protocols within the shipyard.
This includes proper use of equipment, following designated pathways,
avoiding prohibited areas, and reporting any safety concerns or incidents
to the appropriate personnel.

e Pay attention to hazard communication systems within the shipyard, like
warning signs, and safety data sheets.

o Keep walkways clear of clutter, tools, and equipment to prevent slips,
trips, and falls.

e Follow proper lifting techniques when moving heavy objects to avoid strains
and injuries. Use appropriate lifting equipment, such as cranes or
forklifts, when necessary, and ensure loads are properly secured.

e Be aware of and follow environmental control measures in place, such as
ventilation systems, dust suppression methods, or noise reduction measures.

e Familiarize yourself with emergency response procedures, including
evacuation routes, assembly points, and the location and proper use of
emergency equipment like fire extinguishers and first aid kits.

e If you notice any unsafe conditions, environmental hazards, or potential
risks, report them promptly to your supervisor, safety officer, or
designated personnel.

WORKER GUIDELINES THAT PROMOTE VALUABLE SHIPYARD ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

e Follow safety protocols, wear appropriate personal protective equipment
(PPE), and report any unsafe conditions or incidents to your supervisor.
Take responsibility for your own safety and the safety of those around you.

e Familiarize yourself with environmental guidelines, regulations, and best
practices specific to shipyard operations. Adhere to these guidelines to
minimize the impact of your work on the environment. Properly handle
hazardous materials, dispose of waste according to regulations, and report
any environmental concerns or spills immediately.

e Stay updated on the latest safety and environmental training. Participate
in relevant training programs provided by the shipyard to enhance your
knowledge and skills.

e Maintain open communication with your colleagues, supervisors, and other
team members. Report any observations, near misses, or potential hazards to
the appropriate personnel.

e Conduct yourself professionally in the workplace. Show respect for your
colleagues, supervisors, and clients. Follow the shipyard’s code of
conduct, adhere to work schedules, and maintain a positive work ethic.
Demonstrate accountability and responsibility for your actions.

e Be conscious of the environmental impact of your work activities. Look for
ways to reduce waste, conserve resources, and minimize pollution.

e Strive for continuous improvement in your work practices. Stay informed



about new technologies, best practices, and industry trends related to
safety and environmental protection.

e Familiarize yourself with emergency response procedures and protocols
within the shipyard. Understand evacuation routes, emergency equipment
locations, and your role in emergency situations. Participate in drills and
exercises to be prepared for any potential emergencies.

e Take personal responsibility for your own well-being, safety, and
professional development. Be proactive in identifying potential hazards,
addressing safety concerns, and seeking opportunities for growth and
learning.

FINAL WORD

Preventing shipyard environmental conditions is essential for the well-being of
workers, protection of the environment, compliance with regulations, and
promoting sustainable and responsible shipyard operations.



