
Pedestrian Steps In Front Of Forklift

About a half hour before the end of his shift, a warehouse worker was walking
along a general usage aisle.

The worker apparently didn’t notice that a working forklift was also there. The
forklift driver didn’t notice him either because of a blind spot caused by the
supports on his unit.

The pedestrian then turned into the path of the forklift without looking to see
if the way was clear. His foot was caught under the front wheel, and the
forklift then ran over the lower part of his body. Extensive injuries to the
pedestrian’s pelvis and legs resulted, and he died shortly after being taken to
hospital.

Pedestrians and plant vehicles can be a dangerous combination. Pedestrians need
to take care when walking in areas where plant vehicles are in operation.
Drivers must be continually aware of the potential risks of pedestrians.

Following this fatality, the company had flashing lights installed on the
forklifts, as well as beepers which sounded whenever the ignition was turned on.
(A coroner’s jury recommended, however, that the beeper should only sound when
the vehicle is moving, so that workers will not learn to ignore it). Another
improvement was the employment of a spotter to help the forklift driver watch
for pedestrians and obstacles.
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