
OSHA Nail Gun Safety Guide for
Construction Contractors Booklet

OSHA guidance on nail gun safety for residential home builders and construction
contractors subcontractors and supervisors including types of triggers risks and
prevention.

Nail guns are used every day on many construction jobs—especially in residential
construction. They boost productivity but also cause tens of thousands of
painful injuries each year. Nail gun injuries are common—one study found that 2
out of 5 residential carpenter apprentices experienced a nail gun injury over a
four-year period. When they do occur, these injuries are often not reported or
given any medical treatment. Research has identified the risk factors that make
nail gun injuries more likely to occur. The type of trigger system and the
extent of training are important factors. The risk of a nail gun injury is twice
as high when using a multi-shot contact trigger as when using a single-shot
sequential trigger nailer.

This guidance is for residential home builders and construction contractors,
subcontractors, and supervisors. NIOSH and OSHA developed this publication to
give construction employers the information they need to prevent nail gun
injuries. Types of triggers and key terms are described. The guidance highlights
what is known about nail gun injuries, including the parts of the body most
often injured and…
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