
Near Misses – Danger That Is Too Close
For Comfort

A near miss is a chain of events that very nearly results in property damage,
serious injury, or death, but not quite. The official definition of a near miss
is: “an unplanned event that had
the potential to result in an injury or physical damage (but did not).” A near
miss is not a lucky break. A near miss is an indication of a problem, either
systematic or mechanical, that has very real potential for hazard. It’s a red
flag calling for change to ensure that a similar situation in future doesn’t
result in worker injuries or deaths. A near miss can occur in virtually every
industry. Many incidents of property damage, injury or death can be predicted by
near misses. Engaging a near miss as a preemptive problem- solving opportunity
is crucial.
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