Miner Drowns When He Is Stuck In
Drainage Hole
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A miner drowned in an unusual incident involving a drain and high water
pressure.

He was one of several miners draining a large accumulation of water from a level
in the mine several hundred feet above them.

A valve from above became loose and discharged a large body of water under
extreme pressure, filling the level with waist-deep water. One worker removed
debris from a floor drain by removing the grate, and the water began to flow
down the drain. While trying to replace the grate, his leg became caught in the
drainage hole.

The extreme suction kept his leg stuck in the drain pipe, despite frantic
efforts by his co-workers to set him free. Eventually the water rose over his
head, and he drowned.

Never underestimate the hazards of water pressure. If you work around bodies of
water or drainage systems, you must understand the dangers and how to protect
yourself. Also make sure all equipment is safely maintained, such as the
malfunctioning valve which started this chain of events. In a situation such as
this, a readily accessible air pack could have saved this man’s life.
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