Maintaining Clean, Dry Floors — School
Safety Meeting Kit
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WHAT’S AT STAKE

Think about all of the hustle and bustle in a school. Kids rushing to class,
teachers moving between rooms, staff carrying supplies — there’s a lot of foot
traffic. Now imagine if the floors aren’t clean and dry. It’'s a recipe for
accidents, right? Slips, trips, and falls are a major cause of injuries in
schools, leading to everything from minor bumps and bruises to serious sprains,
fractures, and even head injuries. These incidents disrupt learning, cause pain
and suffering, and can even lead to lost time for both students and staff.
Keeping our floors clean and dry isn’t just about appearances; it’s about
creating a safe and healthy learning environment for everyone.

A safe learning environment is crucial for effective education. When students
and staff feel safe, they can focus on teaching and learning without the
constant worry of potential accidents. By prioritizing floor safety, we’re
investing in a positive and productive school experience for everyone.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Wet or dirty floors create several distinct hazards. Spills, whether it’s water,
juice, or cleaning solutions, create slippery surfaces, especially when people
are rushing. Tracked-in rain or snow can also make floors treacherous.
Obstructions like loose mats, cords stretched across walkways, or even small
items left on the floor can easily cause someone to trip. Dirt, dust, and debris
can reduce the traction of shoes, making it easier to slip or lose balance,
especially on smooth surfaces.

Consider the consequences: a student running down the hall, not noticing a
spill, could easily slip and fall, potentially injuring themselves. A teacher
carrying a stack of books might trip over a misplaced backpack. These scenarios
highlight the very real dangers of poorly maintained floors.

These dangers aren’t just theoretical. According to the National Safety Council,
falls are a leading cause of unintentional injuries in the United States, and
these can occur anywhere, including schools. While specific school-related
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statistics can vary by location, it’s widely recognized that slips, trips, and
falls are a significant concern in educational settings.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Let’s talk about how we can all work together to keep our floors safe. It’'s a
team effort, and every one of us plays a part.

Spills? Act Fast!

First things first: spills. We’'ve all seen them — a dropped drink, a leaky water
bottle, maybe even a bit of mud tracked in from outside. If you see a spill,
don’'t just walk on by. If it's safe to do so, grab some paper towels or a mop
and clean it up right away. The faster you act, the less chance someone has of
slipping. If it’'s a big spill or you don’t have the right supplies, no problem —
just let a teacher, staff member, or custodian know immediately. They're
equipped to handle it. The important thing is to get it taken care of quickly.

“Wet Floor” Means “Take Care!”

You know those bright yellow “Wet Floor” signs? They’re not just decorations!
When you see one, it means exactly what it says: the floor is wet and could be
slippery. So, slow down, walk carefully around the area, and give it a wide
berth if possible. And if you’'re the one who just mopped? Make sure those signs
are clearly visible and stay in place until the floor is completely dry. It’s a
simple step that makes a big difference.

Keep Walkways Clear — No Obstacles!

Think of the hallways and classrooms as our roads. We need to keep them clear so
everyone can move around safely. That means no backpacks or bags in the middle
of the walkway, no cords stretched across the floor, and no random items left
lying around. Let’s use our lockers, desks, and designated storage areas to keep
things organized and out of the way. This helps prevent those nasty trips and
falls.

Mats: Our First Line of Defense

Those mats at the entrances? They’re not just there to look nice. They're
designed to trap dirt and moisture before it gets tracked onto the floors. So,
when you come in from outside, give your shoes a good wipe. And let’s make sure
the mats themselves are in good shape — lying flat and not frayed or curled up
at the edges, which could be a tripping hazard.

See Something, Say Something!

This is a big one: if you see something that could be a safety hazard — a loose
floor tile, a frayed cord, a leaky pipe — don’'t keep it to yourself. Tell a
teacher, a staff member, or a custodian right away. They’re there to help and
can get the problem fixed before someone gets hurt. It’'s much better to be safe
than sorry.

Footwear Matters!

Think about what you wear on your feet. Shoes with good traction can make a big



difference, especially on smooth floors or during wet weather. Slippers or shoes
with slick soles might look cool, but they’re not the best choice for a busy
school environment.

Custodians: Our Floor Safety Heroes

Let’s not forget our amazing custodial staff! They work hard to keep our floors
clean and safe every day. They follow cleaning schedules, respond to spills, and
take care of all sorts of maintenance issues. Let’s show them our appreciation
and do our part to make their job a little easier.

FINAL WORD

Maintaining clean, dry floors is a shared responsibility. By being mindful of
our surroundings, cleaning up spills, and reporting hazards, we can all
contribute to a safer school environment. Remember, preventing slips, trips, and
falls protects everyone in our school community and ensures a more positive and
productive learning experience.



