Lifting — Landscaping Fatality File
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Fatal Lifting Incident in Landscaping

On July 14, 2023, a fatal lifting accident occurred during a landscaping project
in Austin, Texas, resulting in the death of a 37-year-old worker, Michael
Thompson. Thompson was lifting a heavy stone slab as part of a patio
installation when he experienced severe back strain, causing him to collapse.
The weight of the slab resulted in internal injuries that proved fatal.

The investigation revealed that Thompson was not using proper lifting techniques
and was working alone without any mechanical lifting aids or assistance from
coworkers. Additionally, there were no proper ergonomic training sessions
conducted by the employer, and no safety protocols in place for handling heavy
materials.

Following this incident, the landscaping company has enforced stricter safety
measures, including mandatory ergonomic training for all employees, utilization
of mechanical lifting devices for heavy objects, and ensuring that lifting tasks
are conducted by teams rather than individuals to prevent overexertion and
injuries.

This tragic event underscores the critical importance of proper lifting
techniques, ergonomic safety training, and the use of appropriate equipment to
prevent similar incidents in the future, enhancing overall workplace safety in
the landscaping industry.
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