Gatech Supported Scaffolds in
Construction

Easy to use handout and diagram on supported scaffolds in the construction
industry.
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Georgia Tech's Safety and Health Consultation Program hittp:fwww.oshainfogatech.edu

Use of Supported Scaffolds in the Construction Industry
Georgia Tech's Safaty and Health Consultation Program is a free and confidential senvice funded by the
U5 Department of Labor and svaiiable ro small businesses in the siale of Geargia

1. Braces must mol be used:
= To stvess the seaffald. or
= For guardrnails, unbes they meet design oriteria,

2. Cross braces miggl be used 1o keep the scaffok] syuare.
Drilferent nuanudec tuner componnenls nay be only
il structural integrity is maintained.

3. Frames must be joined together vertically by coupling
i or stacking pins.

4. The scalfolding plaiform must:
= Befully planked with o gaps goeater than oie

1

= Have sufficient sirengih to support four limes ils
instestclesd b,

= Be made af scalfold-grade lumber with no cracks

= Hawe planks that evtend over the centerline of
support by a minimum of 6 inches and a maximum
al 18 inches (For continuows-length scaffolds, the
jpliankes must externd 12 inches)

= Have no opsgue finish on the planks

= Contain no accumulted debris on the platform.

= Have souwnd, rigid fsotings and be capable af
supporting the scaffald without displacement.

8. Guardrails must be used i the seaffald is taller than 10
feen. The guardrzils must neeet the following eriteria

= The top rail must be 38-45 inches sbove the work
aurface

= Mid raik must be installed.
= A toe loand or screen must be used i there is a
potential for flling objects.

7. The lront Bdﬁﬂl]‘! planks cannot be meare than 14
inches from the face of the work, unbess guardrails are
il

8. Ladders must be wsed two feet above ar bebow seoes.

9. W seaffold e & greater than 4:1 height-to-base ratio it
miust be resirained to prevent tipping by:

= Installed uruuph:lﬁ‘ix horizoatal members

at Tnner and outer legs,
*  Repesting the horizoatal eonpection every 20 Sl

For More Information

5 Supparted seaffold lags, pote, and Fames shalk Wil b e g
= Bear weight om base plates and mudsills or sther Supparted and Suspended Scalfalds.
adequate firm foundstion. Unstable objects cannot
e useedd 1 suppont seadfold. il
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