Forklift Awareness: More Than Just a Big
Fork Picture This
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This image shows a forklift moving through a busy warehouse aisle while workers
on foot are nearby handling inventory. The operator is carrying a raised load
that partially blocks their view, and the machine turns tightly around a corner
between stacked pallets. A pedestrian steps into the aisle at the same moment,
unaware of how quickly the forklift can approach. The floor is noisy, the space
is tight, and there is little room to react if something goes wrong.

Forklifts are not just “big equipment”—they are heavy, powerful machines capable
of causing fatal crush injuries in seconds. Tip-overs, struck-by incidents,
falling loads, and blind spots are constant hazards when operators are rushed or
pedestrians get too close. Always maintain clear travel paths, keep loads low,
use horns at intersections, wear seatbelts, and enforce separation between
forklifts and foot traffic. Forklift safety depends on awareness from everyone
in the area—-not just the driver.



