
Delivery Driver Dies After Being Crushed

Could This Have Been You?

On average, 5,000 to 6,000 workers are killed each year. Learn from the
following reports of real workplace fatalities to avoid a similar fate.

The driver was in the process of unloading the truck for his employer when the
incident occurred. The victim had parked the truck, designed with an air-
activated braking system, in a parking lot about 25 feet (7.6 meters) from the
back of a building where he was making a delivery.

The truck was parked on a slight incline with its rear door facing the back door
of the market. The victim was found pinned between the truck’s bumper and a
building drainpipe. The parking brake had not been secured, allowing the truck
to roll backwards and pin the victim.

Employees from the store called 911 and the victim was taken to a local hospital
where he remained for the next two days. His condition gradually deteriorated
and he died from massive internal injuries.

Recommendations:
The investigator concluded that in order to prevent similar occurrences in the
future, employers should provide delivery drivers with some form of roll
prevention device such as wooden blocks or chocks. Drivers should be required to
use them behind rear tires to prevent trucks from rolling backwards when parked.

In addition, manufacturers and equipment designers should equip commercial
vehicles with an automatic alarm system that is activated when the emergency
brake has not been set.
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