
CPSC Public Playground Safety Handbook

Guidelines for creating a safer playground environment for children.

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, it is estimated that there were more than 200,000 injuries
annually on public playgrounds across the country that required emergency room
treatment. By following the recommended guidelines in this handbook, you and
your community can create a safer playground environment for all children and
contribute to the reduction of playground-related deaths and injuries.

Scope

This handbook presents safety information for public playground equipment in the
form of guidelines. Publication of this handbook is expected to promote greater
safety awareness among those who purchase, install, and maintain public
playground equipment. Because many factors may affect playground safety, the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) staff believes that guidelines,
rather than a mandatory rule, are appropriate. These guidelines are not being
issued as the sole method to minimize injuries associated with playground
equipment. However, the Commission believes that the recommendations in this
handbook along with the technical information in the ASTM standards for public
playgrounds will…
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