Compressed Air Safety

An overview of the general safety requirements and safety precautions for using
compressed air in machine shops.

General safety requirements for compressed air
The following precautions pertain to the use of compressed air in machine shops:

1. ALl pipes, hoses, and fittings must have a rating of the maximum pressure
of the compressor. Compressed air pipelines should be identified (psi) as
to maximum working pressure.

2. Air supply shutoff valves should be located (as near as possible) at the
point-of-operation.

3. Air hoses should be kept free of grease and oil to reduce the possibility
of deterioration.

4. Hoses should not be strung across floors or aisles where they are liable to
cause personnel to trip and fall. When possible, air supply hoses should be
suspended overhead, or otherwise located to afford efficient access and
protection against damage.

5. Hose ends must be secured to prevent whipping if an accidental cut or..
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