Argon Gas ‘Drowns’ Welder

S

Argon gas used as part of a welding operation caused the asphyxiation death of
an apprentice welder working in a confined space.

He was completing welding work inside a tank being constructed of titanium.
Because titanium is a reactive metal, the welding bead of molten metal must be
blanketed under the inert gas argon until it cools. Argon is heavier than air
and will settle in low areas in confined spaces, displacing oxygen.

The victim had been in the tank for an hour before the foreman found him.
Efforts to revive him were unsuccessful.

Confined spaces and toxic gases are a deadly combination. Read the Safety Data
Sheet (SDS) for any hazardous substance you work with, including gases. Working
in confined spaces such as a tank requires special training, air quality testing
equipment, written permits and protective equipment such as supplied air
respirators and rescue lifelines.
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